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supporting what we are doing in terms 
of our approach on conservation. I am 
pleased with that. 

The rural development provisions of 
this bill affect every community out-
side of our urban areas. The majority 
of Michigan—we see support through 
financing for water and sewer projects, 
small businesses, housing, working 
with local law enforcement, police and 
firefighters, local mayors and city 
council people, counties all across 
Michigan and the country, certainly in 
Oregon, where rural development fund-
ing and support for quality of life and 
jobs and rural communities is very 
much a part of the bill. 

We think of the bill in terms of pro-
duction agriculture. Obviously, it is 
critical. I don’t know any business that 
has more risk than a farmer or ranch-
er—nobody. So we all have a stake. We 
have the safest, most affordable, de-
pendable food supply in the world. We 
wanted to make sure no farmer loses a 
farm because of a few days of bad 
weather. What we do in production ag-
riculture is very important. 

We also have a broad role, together 
with rural communities, with ranchers 
and farmers, to support our land and 
our water and our habitat and our air. 
We do that through conservation. We 
have rural development. We have an 
energy title that allows us to take 
what we do—the byproducts from agri-
culture, whether that be food or animal 
waste or biomass from forests or corn 
or wheat or soybean oil—whatever it 
is—to be able to create jobs through 
bio-based manufacturing, advanced 
biofuels, going beyond corn to other 
kinds of advanced cellulosic biofuels, 
which is very much a part of the bill, 
all of which creates jobs. 

We are creating jobs in a multitude 
of ways in the bill. We are also sup-
porting families who, because of no 
fault of their own in this recession, 
have been hit so hard and need tem-
porary food help. That is also a very 
big and important part of the bill. For 
the people in my State who have been 
hit very hard in the last number of 
years, it is important that we be there. 
They have paid taxes all their lives and 
supported their neighbors. They have 
been there for other people. Now, if 
they need some temporary help, we 
need to make sure it is there for them 
as well. That is a very important part 
of the bill also. 

In addition, we see a whole range of 
efforts around local food systems that 
also create jobs—farmers markets, 
children’s schools being able to get 
fresh fruits and vegetables, schools 
being able to purchase locally, things 
that we can do to support families to 
put healthy food on the table for their 
children or make sure it is available in 
school—very important efforts going 
on there. We make sure that all of agri-
culture is included in our local food 
systems. That is a very important part 
of the bill. 

This is a large effort. We do it every 
5 years. It takes a tremendous amount 

of work. Every region of the country 
has a different view and different crops 
that they grow and different perspec-
tives, so it is a lot of hard work to 
bring it all together. 

This evening we have been able to 
come together on a path to final pas-
sage, agreeing to the list of amend-
ments. This is a democracy. I don’t 
agree or support all of those amend-
ments. I know other colleagues don’t 
as well. We will talk about them and 
debate, and we will vote. That is the 
Senate at its best. That is what we are 
doing here by agreeing to a process or 
list of amendments from every part of 
the country. 

Members on both sides have very 
strongly held beliefs. We respect that. 
We respect their right to be able to de-
bate those amendments, and I also 
thank those for the amendments that 
will not be brought up, which were not 
in the unanimous consent agreement. I 
think we had about 300 amendments 
when we started. We knew it was not 
possible to be able to vote on every one 
of those. So colleagues’ willingness to 
work with us was important, and I am 
grateful to the people who worked with 
us on both sides of the aisle and those 
whom we will continue to work with. 

This is another step in the process, as 
we have put together a bill that we re-
ported out of committee with a strong 
bipartisan vote. Now we have brought 
it to the floor with a large majority. 
Ninety out of 100 colleagues came to-
gether to say: Yes, we should debate 
and discuss and work on this Agri-
culture Reform, Food, and Jobs Act. 

Now, with the agreement we have, 
Members are saying: Yes, we should go 
forward and work on these amend-
ments and have a final vote. In the 
democratic process, people of good will 
are willing to come together and have 
the opportunity to debate and vote. 
That is what it is about. I am grateful 
that colleagues were willing to work 
with us to be able to do that. 

We are waiting for the final wrap-up 
comments. At this moment, I yield the 
floor and suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—S.J. RES. 37 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that on Tuesday, 
June 19, at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, after consultation 
with the Republican leader, the Repub-
lican leader or his designee be recog-
nized to move to proceed to the consid-
eration of S.J. Res. 37, a joint resolu-
tion disapproving a rule promulgated 
by the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency relating to 
emission standards for certain steam 
generating units; that there be up to 4 

hours of debate on the motion to pro-
ceed, with the time equally divided and 
controlled between the two leaders or 
their designees; further, that 2 hours of 
debate equally divided occur on Tues-
day, June 19, and the Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, June 20, for 
the remaining 2 hours of debate; that 
at 12:30 p.m. on Wednesday, the Senate 
proceed to vote on the adoption of the 
motion to proceed; that if the motion 
is successful, then the time for debate 
with respect to the joint resolution be 
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees; that upon the 
use or yielding back of time, the joint 
resolution be read a third time and the 
Senate proceed to vote on passage of 
the joint resolution; finally, all other 
provisions of the statute governing 
consideration of the joint resolution 
remain in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO CHRIS BERN 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, Chris 
Bern retires on July 14 as president of 
the Iowa State Education Association 
after completing his second two-year 
term in that position. Chris is a long-
time advocate for quality education 
within ISEA and is an important voice 
for teachers at the local, State, and na-
tional levels. I have valued Chris’s 
views on a variety of education issues. 

I am especially grateful to Chris for 
his leadership on anti-harassment and 
anti-bullying issues within the Iowa 
State Education Association and the 
National Education Association. Chris 
understood the importance of anti-bul-
lying efforts before recent events drew 
national attention to the topic. Chris 
is a certified trainer for the NEA’s pro-
gram on school safety and anti-harass-
ment issues. One of his leadership pri-
orities at ISEA has been to promote 
anti-bullying awareness in our schools, 
traveling to locals around the State to 
talk about how to protect students 
from mistreatment by their peers. 

After graduation from Buena Vista 
College, Chris started his teaching ca-
reer as a junior high school math 
teacher in Woodbine, IA and then 
moved to Knoxville, IA, where he 
taught high school math. He soon be-
came involved in the Iowa State Edu-
cation Association, serving in a variety 
of local, State and national roles. Chris 
spent 11 years on various committees, 
including the ISEA Resolutions and 
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